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1. Teaching Experience  
 

1.1 Teaching Statement 
 

Philosophy teaches the skills of citizenship: charitable interpretation of opponents, the ability to 

distinguish genuine disagreements from terminological disputes, and the development of productive 

conversations through objections and replies. We develop these skills through reading and debating 

difficult texts, but they have application long after we leave the philosophy classroom. In my classes, 

I make these real-world connections vivid by applying philosophical theories to ethical, political, and 

existential cases drawn from the news, literature, and the students’ daily lives. We discuss how 

Chimamanda Adichie could have avoided her controversial, trans-exclusionary comments by being 

more careful in her definition of womanhood. We map the existential themes of Kendrick Lamar’s 

music video, “Alright.” We use the lessons of Black and Latina feminism to challenge each other to 

become better allies. 

Talking through these difficult, often personal, topics requires a classroom setting where 

everyone’s voice can be heard, but rather than merely emphasizing respect or collegiality, I follow 

Barbara Applebaum in employing a “pedagogy of discomfort and critical hope.”  Students—



especially but not exclusively those from privileged backgrounds—often feel uncomfortable 

discussing philosophy that calls attention to white ignorance, male privilege, or otherwise challenges 

the status quo. I encourage the students to embrace their feelings of guilt, anger, and vulnerability. 

When we find ourselves resistant to an idea, that idea often has something to teach us. Instead of 

immediately becoming defensive, I encourage students to listen to their classmates, and we read 

texts that demonstrate how to emphasize with radically divergent points of view. Over the course of 

the semester, those who dominated the conversation learn how to listen, and those who were 

reluctant to speak, find their voice. 

I view the out-of-class work, too, as a form of conversation. I teach my students active reading 

skills—the careful balance between questioning and charitable reconstruction. In my work for the 

ELL Reading to Write Program, I have learned that many students entering philosophy are ill-

equipped to read the texts we assign. Some face language barriers, while others are crossing 

disciplinal boundaries and have only ever related to texts as authorities. Reading philosophy requires 

practice, and we do our students a disservice when we don’t make the texts integral to the course. In 

class, my students work in small groups on passage analyses. Outside of class, they complete reading 

responses on the main themes of the texts. I hope that having the ability to read, question, and enjoy 

difficult texts will allow philosophy students to continue learning long after graduation.  

 

1.2 Teaching Experience 
 

As sole instructor, responsible for course design, delivery of lectures, and grading: 

 

• Decolonial and Intersectional Feminisms (Advanced) 

• Feminism and the World Wide Web (Advanced) 

• Existentialism (Introductory) 

 

As tutorial leader, responsible for preparing and leading weekly tutorials and grading: 

 

• Biomedical Ethics 

• Introduction to Ethics 

• Bioethics (2 times) 

 

As grader: 

 

• Philosophy of Human Sexuality 

• Bioethics 

• Medical Research Ethics 

• Business Ethics 

 

Other teaching experience: 

 

• Philosophy Department Lead Tutorial Assistant for the ELL Reading to Write Program 
 

Responsible for leading student help sessions and training tutorial leaders and course 

instructors in pedagogy techniques 



 

1.3 Courses Prepared to Teach 
 

Introductory and Intermediate Courses: 

 

Ethics, Feminism, Existentialism, Philosophy and Literature, Bioethics, Critical Race Theory 

 

Advanced Undergraduate Seminars/Graduate Courses: 

 

Ethics (Moral Responsibility for Microaggressions and Implicit Bias, Feminist Ethics) 

Feminist Philosophy (Decolonial and Global Feminism, Feminist Epistemology) 

 

  



2. Sample Course Syllabi 
 

2.1 Introductory Course (Existentialism) 
 

2.1.1 Syllabus 
 

Existentialism 
PHL B30 H3Y, TR 11-12:30, MW 120 

Instructor Email Office Location & Hours 

Emma McClure emma.mcclure@mail.utoronto.ca TR 1-2, or by appointment in Portable 102, P104 
 

Course Description 

When Jean-Paul Sartre first heard of phenomenology, he went pale with excitement. He had 
grown bored of traditional philosophical debates, and he leapt at the chance to study a philosophy 
inspired by the problems and passions of ordinary life. I hope many of you feel the same 
excitement as you break away from your past coursework and delve into this radically new form of 
philosophy. 

In the first half of the course, we will introduce the concepts that drive existentialist thinking: 
authenticity and absurdity. Kierkegaard, Nietzsche, Sartre, Camus, and Beckett blur the lines 
between good/evil, truth/fiction, and philosophy/literature. 

All these writers share a common experience: rich, white, European, male. In the second half of 
the course, we will consider other versions of existentialism. We turn first to de Beauvoir—the co-
founder of the existentialist movement—for an articulation of Feminist Existentialism.  

While de Beauvoir objects to Sartre’s overly-masculine assumptions, however, Spelman challenges 
de Beauvoir’s representation of a universal female experience—that excludes poor women and 
women of color. In light of these criticisms, we explore a second challenge to European 
existentialism: the Black Existentialism of Du Bois, Fanon, Lamar, and Jenkins. 

Finally, we combine the two challenges into a discussion of Hurston’s Their Eyes Were Watching 
God and Beyoncé’s Lemonade. Do these count as existentialist works? Can we stretch 
existentialism so far beyond its roots in rich, white, mid-century France, or is existentialism 
necessarily limited to a particular cultural milieu? As with all truly existential questions, the 
answer is yours to decide… 

 

Evaluation 
 
Assessment    Percentage of grade  Due date 

Reading Responses (200-400 words) 20%                                        Every Saturday, top 10 of 11 

Essay 1 (1000-1250 words)  25%    June 26 

Essay 2  (1000-1250 words)  25%    July 31 

Final Exam    30%    TBD 

mailto:emma.mcclure@mail.utoronto.ca


All assignments are due on the “Assignments” section of Blackboard by 11:59 PM. (You can 
edit/resubmit any time before the due date.) Essays must ALSO be submitted on Turnitin. 

As a philosophy student, you will complete traditional assessments (2 papers and a final exam). 
Since existentialism diverges from traditional philosophy, however, you will also be asked for 
more personal engagement with the texts: you will be asked to write 11 short reading responses 
(only the highest 10 grades will count). These responses will require you to provide a short 
description of a concept and then invite you to add your own reactions/objections/connections, 
drawn from your lived experience. 

Required Texts 
 
Available from UTSC Bookstore: 

1) Zora Neale Hurston, Their Eyes Were Watching God 

Available for rent on Google Play or purchase on iTunes: 
2) Barry Jenkins, Moonlight (film) 

Available for purchase on Tidal or iTunes: 
3) Beyoncé, Lemonade (music video) 

All other readings will be available on the “Readings” section of the Blackboard course page.  

Course Schedule 
Author Date Readings 

Introduction May 2 Sarah Bakewell, “Sir, What a Horror, Existentialism!” 

Kierkegaard May 4 Søren Kierkegaard, “Diary of a Seducer” 

--No Class-- May 8-9 Optional: attend talks at Philosophy Graduate Conference 

Kierkegaard May 11 Søren Kierkegaard, Fear and Trembling (Selections) 

Nietzsche May 16 Friedrich Nietzsche, On the Genealogy of Morality (Selections) 

Sartre May 18 Jean-Paul Sartre, “Erostratus” 

Sartre May 23 Jean-Paul Sartre, “Existentialism is a Humanism” 

Sartre May 25 Jean-Paul Sartre, Nausea (Selections) 

Camus  May 30 Albert Camus, Myth of Sisyphus (Selections) 

Camus June 1 Albert Camus, Myth of Sisyphus (Selections) 

Beckett June 6 Samuel Beckett, Waiting for Godot (Act 1) 

Beckett June 8 Samuel Beckett, Waiting for Godot (Act 2) 

--No Classes--Reading Week (June 13-17) 

de Beauvoir June 20 Simone de Beauvoir, “Introduction to The Second Sex” 

de Beauvoir June 22 Simone de Beauvoir, “The Narcissist” 



Author Date Readings 

June 26: Paper 1 due on Blackboard and Turnitin 

de Beauvoir 

& Mann 

June 27 Simone de Beauvoir, “The Woman in Love” (Selections) 

(OPTIONAL: Bonnie Mann, “Creepers, Flirts, Heroes and Allies”) 

de Beauvoir  

& Spelman 

June 29 Elizabeth Spelman, “Simone de Beauvoir and Women” 

Du Bois July 4 W.E.B. Du Bois, “Of Our Spiritual Striving”  

Fanon & 

Lamar 

July 6 Franz Fanon, “Introduction” & “The Lived Experience of the Black Man” 

Kendrick Lamar, “Alright” (watch music video in class) 

Fanon &  

Jenkins 

July 11 Franz Fanon, “By Way of Conclusion” 

Barry Jenkins, Moonlight (watch film before class) 

Jenkins July 13 (no new reading) 

   July 17: Last day to drop the class or request/remove Credit/No Credit on ACORN 

Hurston July 18 Zora Neale Hurston, Their Eyes Were Watching God (Chapter 1-10) 

Hurston July 20 (no new reading) 

Hurston July 25 Zora Neale Hurston, Their Eyes Were Watching God (Chapter 11-19) 

Beyoncé, Lemonade (watch selections of video album in class) 

Conclusion July 27 Janet Mock, “‘Lemonade’ Is Beyoncé’s Testimony of Being Black, Beautiful 
and Burdened” 

July 31: Paper 2 due on Blackboard and Turnitin 

TBD: Final Exam (Exam Period: August 8-19) 

 

 

 

Course Policies: 
 

Late Assignments:  

There will be a 2% penalty for each day the assignment is late. Extensions of up to 1 week may be 

granted, at my discretion. If you need to miss the final exam (for whatever reason), you must 

petition the College Registrar’s Office for an opportunity to sit a deferred exam. 

 

Contact Policy:  

You are required to check your university email accounts and Blackboard regularly. All 

announcements and grades will be posted on Blackboard, and papers will be returned over 

Blackboard.  

 

 



Attendance and Participation: 

Attendance is highly encouraged, though not strictly required. Handouts will be posted on 

Blackboard, but regular lecture attendance will be necessary in order to understand class material 

and succeed on assessments. 

Similarly, while class participation is not mandatory, it is helpful to test out your ideas prior to 

being assessed on them. You will get more out of the class, and the class will be more enjoyable. 

In order to encourage participation, I will take steps to create a respectful and open atmosphere. 

I reserve the right to end any discussion that becomes mean-spirited, or to stop any student who 

attempts to dominate the conversation. I hope such steps will not be necessary. 

 

Academic Integrity:  

The purpose of the assignments is to improve your skills in reading, writing, and critical thinking. 

The purpose of grades is to reflect your competency in these skills. Plagiarism undercuts these 

aims. You have plagiarized if you a) include writing that is not your own AND b) do not cite your 

sources. If you have questions about what constitutes appropriate academic behavior, you are 

expected to seek out additional information from other institutional resources. (A good place to 

begin: http://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/QPA_plagiarism.html.) 

I will investigate suspected cases of plagiarism and academic dishonesty, in accordance with the 

procedures outlined in the University of Toronto’s Code of Behavior on Academic Matters 

(http://www.governingcouncil.utoronto.ca/policies/behaveac.htm).  

NOTE: if you find yourself tempted to plagiarize because of time pressures or personal reasons, 

please get in touch. You might be able to get an extension or another accommodation. 

 

Writing Help: 

Writing a philosophy essay can be difficult. We will spend some time in class talking about 

techniques for good writing and argumentation. More detailed information is available here: 

http://www.sfu.ca/philosophy/resources/writing.html 

For in person help—especially with grammar or syntax—make an appointment at the UTSC Writing 

Centre: http://utsc.utoronto.ca/twc/writing-centre-tutorial 

 

Accessibility:  

I am happy to provide any accommodations necessary to ensure that all materials and activities 

are accessible to all students. It is your responsibility, however, to communicate your needs to 

me. I also recommend that you contact AccessAbility services if you are in need of 

accommodations for physical or mental health reasons: www.accessibility.utoronto.ca 

 

Mental Health:  

Academic work is difficult and psychologically demanding. It's important to work hard and push 

yourself but it is even more important to be kind to yourself. The University has a number of 

resources available if difficulties arise: http://discover.utoronto.ca/health-wellness, 

http://life.utoronto.ca/get-help/counselling/, http://mentalhealth.utoronto.ca/ 

 

  

http://discover.utoronto.ca/health-wellness
http://life.utoronto.ca/get-help/counselling/


2.1.2 Sample Final Exam 

 
PART 1: SHORT ANSWER (7 points each, for a total of 56 points) 
 
Answer 8 of the following 10 questions. Each answer should be about 1-2 paragraphs. If you answer 
more than 8, only your first 8 answers will be graded. 
 
1. Søren Kierkegaard: In Fear and Trembling, Kierkegaard discusses the biblical story of Abraham. 
He outlines two different ways in which Abraham’s story can be interpreted. Explain the two 
ways, and how Kierkegaard defends his preferred interpretation. 
 
2. Friedrich Nietzsche: In Genealogy of Morals, Nietzsche introduces the hypothesis that 
‘goodness’ has had two different meanings over the course of history. What are these two 
different meanings and what harms do they tend to cause? 
 
3. Jean-Paul Sartre: In “Existentialism is a Humanism,” Sartre writes, “existence precedes essence” 
(22). What does he mean by this phrase, and what role does it play in his recommendations 
about how to live a meaningful life? 
 
4. Albert Camus: In The Myth of Sisyphus, Camus claims, “There is but one truly serious 
philosophical problem, and that is suicide” (1). Why does he think suicide is a serious 
philosophical problem and what answer does he give to this problem? 
 
5. Samuel Beckett: In Waiting for Godot, Beckett focuses on a pair of men: Vladimir and Estragon. 
What can their relationship teach us about the search for meaning? (Consider how it compares 
to the other relationship in the play: Pozzo and Lucky.) 
 
6. Simone de Beauvoir: In The Second Sex, de Beauvoir discusses the problem of narcissism. What 
is this problem, why does it occur, and who does she think should be held responsible for its 
occurrence? 
 
7. Elizabeth Spelman: In “Simone de Beauvoir and Women,” Spelman raises a nuanced critique of 
de Beauvoir’s arguments. What is her main critique, and how does she think de Beauvoir could 
have used another part of her theory to fix the problem? (Spelman discusses three different 
parts of de Beauvoir’s theory. You can pick any one of them.) 
 
8. W.E.B. Du Bois: In “Of Our Spiritual Strivings,” Du Bois introduces the concept of ‘double 
consciousness’. Explain this concept and give an example from a black existentialist (Du Bois, 
Fanon, Lamar, Jenkins, Hurston, or Beyoncé). Is double consciousness unique to the black 
experience? 
 
9. Franz Fanon and Kendrick Lamar: In Black Skin, White Masks, Fanon says, “I am not a prisoner 
of History” (204). What does Fanon mean by this phrase? How is this concept demonstrated in 
Lamar’s music video, “Alright”? 
 
10. Barry Jenkins: In “Moonlight,” Jenkins critiques a certain kind of black masculinity. What are the 
problems he calls attention to and what solution does he suggest? (Consider the interconnected 
stories of Juan, Little/Chiron/Black, and Kevin.) 



PART 2: ESSAY (44 points) 
 
Answer 1 of the following 2 questions. Your answer should be about 5-10 paragraphs, including a 
short introduction and conclusion. DO NOT ANSWER BOTH QUESTIONS. 
Note: you’re welcome to disagree with the arguments I’ve presented in class, but you still have to 
compare the theorist to other existentialists we’ve studied. A simple “No” will not receive any points; 
nor will a simple “Yes”. Whatever answer you give, defend your reasoning. 
 
1. Do you think Zora Neale Huston’s novel, Their Eyes Were Watching God, is a work of 
existentialism? 
 
OR 
 

2. Do you think Beyoncé’s visual album, Lemonade, is a work of existentialism? 

 

2.1.3 Selection of Weekly Reading Responses 

 

RESPONSE 1: Kierkegaard 
 
Answer about EITHER Kierkegaard's "Diary of a Seducer" or Fear and Trembling: 
Summary (150-200 words): What alternative to the ethical life is explored in your chosen text? What is 
the guiding ideal of this alternative? 
Your response (150-200 words): Could you be satisfied by living your life according this ideal? Do you 
think it could be a good life? 
 
RESPONSE 6: de Beauvoir 
In max 300 words: Explain what de Beauvoir was saying in this passage from "The Narcissist.": 
“Woman is led into narcissism along two converging roads. As subject she feels frustrated… And 
what is much more important, masculine activities are forbidden her. She is occupied, but she 
does nothing; she does not get recognition as an individual through her functioning as wife, 
mother, housekeeper. The reality of man is in the houses he builds, the forests he clears, the 
maladies he cures... A man who acts must necessarily size himself up. Ineffective, isolated, 
woman can neither find her place nor take her own measure; she gives herself supreme 
importance because no object of importance is accessible to her.” (597) 
In max. 100 words: Remember that de Beauvoir was writing in the 1950s. Do you think what she has to 
say about women in this passage still applies today? 
 
RESPONSE 9: Jenkins 
Watch 49:50 to 56:05 in Moonlight, the conversation on the beach between Kev and Chiron. 
In max. 400 words, answer the following questions: How do they explore an alternative to the 
traditional form of black masculinity that we've been discussing in class? How do they make space for 
each other to choose a different path? Why do you think they feel the freedom to experiment with each 
other? 
Then in max. 200 words: tell me if you've had a similar experience where something or someone helped 
you to think/act differently from how you'd been expected to act before. Who/what challenged you 



2.2 Advanced Course (Philosophy of Feminism) 

 

2.2.1 Syllabus 
 

PHL 367: Decolonial and Intersectional Feminism(s) 
Fridays 12-3, in room OI 5230 
 
Instructor Email Office Location & Hours 

Emma McClure emma.mcclure@mail.utoronto.ca Fridays 3:10-4:40 in JHB519 

 

Starting Point 
We all come from different backgrounds. Some of you will be new to feminism. Some of you may resist 

it: feminism asks too much of us or exaggerates its claims. Others of you will be experienced with 

feminist discourse—from previous classes or from social media. Perhaps this experience will also make 

you resistant: feminism doesn’t go far enough to incorporate diverse perspectives. 

Whichever group you find yourself in, welcome to my class. I look forward to introducing you to 

feminism, deepening your understanding of these philosophers, and debating topics relevant to our 

daily lives. The readings and discussions will be challenging, even disturbing. It may be hard to admit 

how we’ve participated in oppression. It may be equally hard to admit how we’ve been shaped and 

limited by oppression. You may feel guilty or ashamed. Fearful or angry. Hurt. Vulnerable. I know I’ve 

felt all these things at various times over the years. 

I want us to learn to live with, and work through, these feelings of discomfort. Listen to your classmates 

and engage with them respectfully. Allow yourself to learn and change your mind. I expect to learn from 

this experience as well. 

Plan for the Course 

The course divides into four units: 

1. (Weeks 1-3) Clears up common misconceptions and introduces key concepts. We’ll discuss why 

feminism is still relevant, and what it means to be intersectional. 

2. (Weeks 4-6) Considers tensions within the feminist movement: What is white feminism? Is it 

possible to be too woke? We’ll conclude the first half with a recent hot-button issue: the 

#metoo movement. 

3. (Weeks 8-10) Decolonial feminism pushes the boundaries still further. We will problematize not 

just white feminism, but Western and Eurocentric feminism—both abroad and here in Canada. 

4. (Weeks 12-13) The semester culminates on a note of hope. We’ll discuss non-toxic forms of 

masculinity, and watch Barry Jenkins’ Moonlight on the last day of class. This film acknowledges 

the pressures of modern society but challenges us to choose “Who is you?” 

 

Required Texts 
All readings are available on the “Readings” section of the Quercus course page. Complete the 
readings before the scheduled class (~ 20-30 pages)). You are expected to bring the readings to 
class—either print a copy or save one to your laptop/tablet/phone. Let me know if this isn’t 
feasible for you. 



Course Schedule 

CW: Sexual Violence, Racism, Homophobia, and Transphobia  

Most classes will touch on these topics, and sometimes they will be discussed in depth. I know 
this will make reading and attendance difficult for some of you, and you may not always know 
in advance whether you can write on a particular reading or attend that day’s class. I am open 
to accommodating your needs and provide make-up assignments, as necessary. However, when 
possible, I think it is important to work through these topics together. As a survivor of sexual 
violence, I know the costs of being reminded of past experiences, but I also know the benefits 
of finding solidarity. I hope you, too, can take these intersectional feminist discussions as an 
opportunity for growth and healing. See Class Policies for more information and resources. 

Week 1: What is feminism? (pre-reading is optional) 

January 11 bell hooks Feminism is for Everybody Intro and Chapter 1 

(cw sexual violence) Marilyn Frye, “Oppression” 

Chimamanda Adichie and Trevor Noah, “Interview on The Daily Show” 

Week 2: What is gender? 

January 18 Sally Haslanger, “Gender and Race: (What) Are They? (What) Do We Want 
Them To Be?” 

Katharine Jenkins, “Amerlioration and Inclusion: Gender Identity and the 
Concept of Woman” 

Week 3: Intersectionality and Agency Under Oppression 

January 25 Patricia Hill Collins, “Learning from the Outsider Within” 

(cw assault) Alisa Bierria, “Missing in Action: Violence, Power, and 
Discerning Agency” 

Week 4: White Feminism and Anger within the Feminist Movement 

February 1 Marilyn Frye, “On Being White” 

Audre Lorde, “The Uses of Anger” 

Kat Blanque, “FAKE OUTRAGE AND WOKENESS ARE CANCELLED IN 2018” 

Week 5: The Importance of Small Harms 

February 8 Saba Fatima, “On the Edge of Knowing: Microaggressions and Epistemic 
Uncertainty as a Woman of Color” 

Rachel McKinnon, “Allies Behaving Badly: Gaslighting as Epistemic Injustice” 

You must have submitted at least ONE reading response by February 8th.  

Week 6: #metoo Movement ***Shorter Class: 12-1:30*** 

February 
15 

(cw sexual violence) Katie Way, “I went on a date with Aziz Ansari” 

Caitlin Flanagan, “The Humiliation of Aziz Ansari” 

(cw sexual violence) Lauren Shields, “Me, Too? Aziz Ansari and the Crap I 
Don’t Want to Process” 

https://blog.okadabooks.com/video-adichie-with-trevor-noah-daily-show/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cx6pJ1NwbRI


Course Schedule 

Week 7: ***Reading Week (February 18-22): No Class*** 

 

Week 8: Latina Feminism and the Borderlands 

March 1 Maria Lugones, “Playfulness, ‘World’-Traveling, and Loving Perception” and 
“Hablando Cara a Cara/Speaking Face to Face: An Exploration of 
Ethnocentric Racism” 

Gloria Anzaldùa, Borderlands/La Frontera: The New Mestiza (excerpts) 

Week 9: Western Feminism and Imperialism 

March 8 (cw incest) Linda Alcoff, “The Problem of Speaking for Others” 

Serene Khader, “Transnational Feminisms, Nonideal Theory, and ‘Other’ 
Women’s Power” 

You must have submitted at least TWO reading responses by March 8th. 

Week 10: Indigenous Feminism 

March 15 Ana Mariella Bacigalupo, “Rethinking Identity and Feminism: Contributions 
of Mapuche Women and Machi from Southern Chile” 

Lee Maracle, “I Want to Write” and “I Am Woman” 

Week 11: IN-CLASS EXAM 

March 22 Bring several pens/pencils (whatever you can write legibly with). Study ALL 
the material we’ve covered (Weeks 1-10) using the reading response 
questions as a study guide. I anticipate that most of you will not need the 
full three hours, but you are welcome to use them. If you need to make 
further accommodations through Test and Exam Services, please do so at 
least 2 weeks in advance. 

Week 12: Masculinity and Machismo 

March 29 bell hooks, The Will to Change: Men, Masculinity, and Love (selections) 

Aída Hurtado and Mrinal Sinha, “Toward New Masculinities: A Chicana 
Feminist Intersectional Analysis of Latinos’ Definitions of Manhoods” 

Justin Baldoni, “Why I’m done trying to be ‘man enough’” 

You must have submitted all THREE reading responses by March 29th.  

Week 13: Application in Film (Watch in class) 

April 5 Barry Jenkins, Moonlight 

April 5: Final Paper due on Quercus 

 

 

 

https://www.ted.com/talks/justin_baldoni_why_i_m_done_trying_to_be_man_enough/transcript?language=en#t-103395


Evaluation 
Note: If you know that you will not be able to complete a required activity, we can discuss 
alternative evaluation schemes. 

Assessment Percent of grade Due date 

Participation 16% ongoing 

Reading Responses 24% (8% each) before class  

In-Class Exam 25% March 22 

Final Paper 35% April 5 

All written assignments are due on the “Assignments” section of Quercus. (You can 
edit/resubmit any time before the due date.) 

Participation (in-class, daily): Philosophy happens in conversation. Once you leave the classroom, 
you’ll need to be able to defend your ideas and productively engage with the ideas of other 
people. Points are earned through completion of in-class writing activities and contributions to 
class discussion (8%, assessed by me). Points are also earned through active participation in small-
group discussions (8%, assessed by you and your peers). We’ll discuss how good participation 
requires preparation, attendance, and thoughtful contributions—but it also requires listening 
carefully to the rest of your group and not dominating the conversation, especially if you lack 
lived experience about the topic.  

Reading Responses (max. 600 words each): Philosophy also requires charitable and active 
reading. Your philosophical education can continue long after graduation, but only if you learn 
how to engage with written texts. We will be practicing these skills in class, and I hope to see you 
improve over the course of your three responses (8% each). But the only way to know if you’re 
improving your reading skills is to complete these assignments BEFORE we cover the topic in 
lecture. These responses will also help you to be prepared for group discussion and to study for 
the in-class exam. Note: You are welcome to complete more than three responses. Your best 
three grades will count towards your total class grade. You are also welcome to choose which 
weeks you write Reading Responses for. I will post a prompt by the Sunday before class, if not 
earlier.  

In-Class Exam: Most of the benefits of taking tests come from studying for the exam. For this 
class, you will take a type of exam called a Quote Identification Test:  

• 10 points. You will be given ten quotes and asked to identify who the author is for each of 
them. This means you will need to study the readings so that you can recognize the 
passages and know how to spell the author’s names.  

• 40 points. You will be asked to explain how the quoted passage fits with the author’s main 
argument. This means you will need study the lecture slides (and read the comments on 
your reading responses) so that you know what the author’s main argument is. 

Final Paper (max 1800 words) builds on the skills we’ve been practicing throughout the course. 
You’ll put an author from the first half in conversation with an author from the second half. This 
will require you to charitably summarize both authors, and most importantly, to find a tension 
between their two views. We’ll generate possible topics during class discussions. You’re also 
welcome to write on your own topic—if you run it by me during office hours at least one week in 
advance of the deadline. 

 



Course Policies 

Contact Policy:  

You are required to check your university email accounts regularly. All announcements and 
grades will be posted on Blackboard, and papers will be returned over Blackboard.  

I can be reached at office hours or over email: emma.mcclure@mail.utoronto.ca 

If you email me, please include the course code (PHL 367) in the subject line. I will not answer 
substantive philosophical questions over email. My response time for other emails will be ~24 
hours. If you haven’t heard back within 48 hours, please email me again to remind me. 

Office Hours: 

Please feel free to drop by my office hours, or if you are unavailable during that time, email me 
to make an appointment. You are not bothering me by coming to my office hours. These are 
times I have set aside so that I can speak with you one-on-one. You can come with particular 
questions or you can come just wanting to chat about course material, philosophy, current events, 
graduate school, etc. My biggest regret about my own time as an undergrad was not taking 
advantage of office hours. Don’t be like me! Come to office hours. 

Class Attendance and Participation:  

This class works best if you come to class and participate in discussion. However, I know that not 
everyone will be comfortable participating in large groups, so I’ll offer many opportunities for 
small-group participation and in-class writing assignments.  

If you know you will routinely have to miss class—due to work, family obligations, accessibility 
reasons, religious obligations, prolonged sickness, or trauma—please contact me as soon as 
possible so we can find an alternative method of participation. Note: If you are a caregiver, you 
are welcome to bring your infants/children to class with you. 

Late Assignments:  

The reading responses cannot be submitted late, but you are free to choose which weeks to 
submit. If you are unable to attend class on the day of the in-class exam, I will schedule a make-
up exam the following week. I will accept the paper up to 3 days late (Monday April 7th , 11:59 
pm) without penalty, and up to 7 days late (Friday April 12th, 11:59 pm) with a 3% penalty/day. 
The late penalty can be waived and the deadline extended if you find yourself in exceptional 
circumstances (due to accessibility reasons, trauma, family problems, etc). Please reach out if 
you are struggling to meet deadlines.   

Accessibility:  

I am happy to provide any accommodations needed to ensure that all materials and activities are 
accessible to all students. All readings and handouts will be available on Quercus in PDF form, and 
I will use a microphone during my lectures. Class attendance and late-assignment policies were 
constructed with an eye towards making this class as accessible as possible. Please let me know if 
you require any other accommodations, at any point throughout the term. If you know that you 
won’t be able to perform a required activity, we can discuss alternative evaluation schemes. 

Mental Health:  

Academic work is difficult and psychologically demanding. It's important to work hard and push 
yourself but it is even more important to be kind to yourself. The University has a number of 
resources available if difficulties arise: http://discover.utoronto.ca/health-wellness, 
http://life.utoronto.ca/get-help/counselling, http://mentalhealth.utoronto.ca/ 
 



Sexual Violence: 

Given the subject matter of this course, you may also want to contact the Sexual Violence 
Prevention and Support Centre. As the SVPS Centre emphasizes and I’d like to echo, if you are a 
survivor of sexual violence: “You are not alone and this is not your fault.” 
E-Mail: thesvpcentre@utoronto.ca 
Website: www.safety.utoronto.ca 
Phone: 416-978-2266 

Academic Integrity:  

The purpose of the assignments is to improve your skills in reading, writing, and critical thinking. 
The purpose of grades is to reflect your competency in these skills. Plagiarism undercuts these 
aims. You have plagiarized if you a) include writing that is not your own AND b) do not cite your 
sources. I will investigate suspected cases of plagiarism and academic dishonesty, in accordance 
with the procedures outlined in the University of Toronto’s Code of Behavior on Academic Matters 
(available online at: http://www.governingcouncil.utoronto.ca/policies/behaveac.htm).  

If you have questions about what constitutes appropriate academic behavior or appropriate 
research and citation methods, you are expected to seek out additional information from other 
institutional resources. (http://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/QPA_plagiarism.html is a good place 
to start.) 

Writing Help: 

Writing a philosophy essay can be difficult. We will spend some time in class talking about 
techniques for good writing and argumentation. More detailed information is available here: 
http://www.sfu.ca/philosophy/resources/writing.html 

For in person help—especially with grammar or syntax—make an appointment at the Writing 
Centre: http://writing.utoronto.ca/writing-centres/arts-and-science/ The Philosophy Essay Clinic 
is a particularly helpful resource: http://philosophy.utoronto.ca/st-george/undergraduate-at-st-
george/philosophy-essay-clinic/ 

 

  



3. Student Evaluations 
 

3.1 Course Instructor Evaluations 
 

3.1.1 Existentialism:  
 

 
7. Please comment on the overall quality of instruction in this course: 

• One of the best instructors I've experienced yet. She explains concepts VERY well and in a very 

simple manner. Also one of the easiest to work with in regards to having a disability. She's been very 

understanding and has given extensions when they were needed. 

• Excellent, really opened my eyes to new points of view! Great use of current pop culutre to help 

understand older philosophical writings. 

• The overall quality of the instruction in this course was excellent. The instructor explained course 

concepts in a way that the student was able to flourish in course evaluations and still take the 

concepts of the course and apply them to the world outside of the classroom. 

• The learning environment was comfortable and I find that always helps with constructive discussion. 

For a Philosophy course, being able to talk about what you're talking about is vital to learning the 

material. Overall great learning atmosphere. 

 

Other feedback from students: 

• The instructor provided thorough and informative feedback on the weekly assignments to guide our 

understanding of the topics. 

• Assistance from the professor was very prompt and efficient. I was able to email the professor and 

she would help greatly in ensuring that I understood the material. She is very approachable and made 

learning all the more enjoyable 

 

  



3.1.2 Feminism 

 
7. Please comment on the overall quality of instruction in this course: 

• Emma created a safe and inclusive space for students to engage in topics that were quite heavy in 

nature. It's very easy to allow your own biases to seep through when teaching a course on feminism 

but Emma did an incredible job in ensuring the material was presented in a fair and impartial 

manner. 

• Great readings, good work explaining them in class, many opportunities for students to discuss their 

thoughts and have arguments respectfully 

• Prof McClure was very interesting lecturer, who drew you into the material 

• The course was well instructed, making the overall quality of the course great. 

 

Other feedback from students: 

• Best philosophy prof I’ve ever had (if it helps, philo is my minor). Thank you! Talking about your 

class got my boyfriend into philosophy, something he vehemently hated before. 

• This course taught me a lot about Feminism, enabling me to see things in other fields (i.e. medicine 

and mental health) in a different way. I am glad that I took this course and look forward to learning 

more about feminism and philosophy. 

• I really enjoyed taking this course. You did an excellent job helping me to see these issues from 

different angles and I am a better philosophy student for it. Thank you so much and good luck with 

your future endevours :) 

• Took this course mainly because it fit my schedule, but it has become my favourite course that I’ve 

taken so far in university. 

 

  



3.2 Tutorial Leader Evaluations 

 

 
 

Selected student comments: 

 

Bioethics (Summer) 

• Emma was a great TA. She held office hours & was very open to help clear up confusion about 

course material/assignments in person & over email. Tutorials were great & really helped me grasp 

the course material! 

• She is well-prepared and is open to students. She is a person who is very easy to approach, because 

she is very friendly and is ready to help students. I think she was one of the best tutorial leaders I’ve 

had. 

• I found the topics in tutorial interesting. I really liked how you encouraged class discussion and did 

not just lecture. It was interesting hearing others argument. 

  

Bioethics (Fall) 

• Most of my learning experience came from the tutorials. I got better insight into the material by 

attending the tutorial and most of this is attributed to how Emma conducted the tutorials. She was 

very organized, informed and encouraging. She also answered questions really well and provided 

exceptional feedback. 

• Best tutorial I have had at my time at U of T. Most engaging. Created a safe, open environment 

where I felt I could speak up despite controversial topics covered in lecture/tutorial. 

• Emma always was able to summarize all the points given in class and come up with some time of 

cohesive response. Considering how our tutorial spends most of our time at each other’s throats for 

a turn to speak, her being able to do that helped keep not just the conversation on topic but gave 

everyone a good idea of what was actually discussed! This might be one of the best tutorials I’ve ever 

had. 
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Bioethics (Summer) Bioethics (Fall) Introduction to Ethics Biomedical Ethics

Responses to "8. All things considered, performs effectively 
as a teaching assistant"

McClure Average TA Average for Semester



• I really enjoyed my time in your tutorial. I found that the group work was a great way of sorting out 

our thoughts and opinions, where we could later discuss them. I found all discussions were very 

helpful in understanding the material. A suggestion I have is to perhaps go over the theories/brief 

summary before the group work is assigned so everyone is on the same page. I really enjoyed this 

course, thank you so much for a great semester! 

 

Introduction to Ethics 

• Emma’s teaching techniques are excellent! She encourages powerful discussions and challenges 

students to think out of the box. She is greatly helpful in providing strong feedbacks for 

improvements in assignments. Overall, an amazing tutorial leader! 

• I liked how organized the tutorials are, the worksheets were helpful & kept the tutorial structured. 

Also the tutorial was an open environment & even though I’m shy I still felt able to voice my 

opinion. The small groups was also nice because it allowed the more quiet people to have a chance to 

speak. Overall good job and enjoyable class. 

• Great T.A. Very knowledgeable. I like how she writes down who volunteers in class. That encourages 

more people to participate. She doesn’t leave it up to guess work whether people participated or not. 

Totally fair. Small group discussions are cool. Lets people have a chance to talk for those who are 

shy. Also, she provides AWESOME handouts.  

• Really appreciate how all comments during class discussions (even those off-topic or not 

understanding the main concept) are taken into consideration and encouraged back to main point. 

 

Biomedical Ethics 

• I enjoyed this tutorial better than all my other tutorials; we engaged in discussions and got good 

feedback, and as someone who can be shy and not like group discussions, I felt very comfortable and 

excited to participate. The worksheets were very helpful to follow along in class.  

• Great attitude, she actually wants you to learn & implement ideas taught in class in everyday life. 

• I really enjoyed Emma as a TA. Her discussions were very helpful and aided my understanding of 

different concepts in the course. I used her handouts as some aid to study and found them very 

helpful. I don’t think I’d change anything about her teaching style or the tutorial. 

• Great TA! Great material! Emma knows what she is teaching, she is aware of her class, encourages 

everyone to speak and delivers information in an easy, understandable way. Very clear & concise. 

Best tutorial I had in 4 years, she would make a great prof.  

• Loved coming to this class even though I’m not enrolled in this tutorial! 

 

 

3.3 ELL Reading to Write Program Evaluations 
 

Selected student comments on Reading and Writing Help Sessions: 

• I enjoyed these sessions and feel to have benefited greatly in terms of reading and writing strategies 

when approaching studies and articles in philosophy. Many thanks! 

• The session is amazing. 

• Very crucial the department continues to offer these. Thanks again! 

• Thank you for your kind, considerate/generous, thoughtful and clear help today. 


