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World Travelling in Fiction and Feminisms 

PHL 242 H5F: Science Fiction and Philosophy, MW 6-9 

Instructors Email Office Hours 

Emma McClure   emma.mcclure@mail.utoronto.ca 
 

TBA 

Course Description 

Science fiction allows us to travel to other worlds, fast-forward to possible futures, and explore 
alternative versions of our current society. These forms of world travelling are never about the aliens. 
World travelling is a path towards self-discovery, an opportunity for growth. By shifting the boundaries 
of human interaction, we disrupt our preconceptions about the good, the normal, and the safe. 

Similarly, feminist epistemology invites us to travel between worlds. Border crossers live at the 
boundaries and intersections of multiple communities. By moving to the margins, we learn to see the 
exclusions and violence that were invisible when we inhabited the center and unthinkingly replicated 
its assumed norms. World travelling allows us to reevaluate our standards. 

By combining these two perspectives, we will challenge the dichotomies between self/other, 
pure/shameful, and objective/subjective. We will learn to live at the boundaries. 

Evaluation 

Assessment   Percentage of grade  Due date 

In-class quizzes  10%    5 throughout the term, worth 2% each  

Critical Question 1  10%    July 13 

Critical Question 2  25%    July 27 

Project Proposal  15%    August 3 

Capstone Project  40%    August 15 

All assignments must be turned in on Blackboard by 11:59 P.M. on the marked due date. 

 

The Capstone Project will be to imagine your own sci-fi scenario that captures an unseen or 
misunderstood aspect of our lives. You will choose between two versions of this assignment: 

Creative Focus:  Write a short story (1000-1500 words) and a paragraph (150-250 words) explaining 
how your story reflects the theoretical work we read in class. 

Theory Focus: Summarize a scene from one of the movies/stories we did in class (150-250 words), 
write a paper (1000-1500 words) that critically engages with the scene. 

In your project proposal (300-500 words), you will choose a focus and discuss which theoretical texts 
you’ll be using. 

You will also have two short assignments (500 words & 700 words) to help you develop your critical 
and creative skills. In the first assignment, you will summarize one of the articles and ask a question 
about it. In the second assignment, you will also suggest an answer to the question. 
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Required Texts 

Films Alex Garland, Ex Machina 

Denis Villeneuve, Arrival 

Books Octavia Butler, Parable of the Sower 

All other readings will be available on Blackboard. You are expected to have completed all readings 
*BEFORE* the class for which they are assigned. 

Course Schedule 

Topic Date Readings 

Introduction July 4 Ursula K. Leguin, “The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas” 

Gender & 
Technology 

July 9 Simone de Beauvoir, The Second Sex (Selections) 

James Tiptree, “The Girl Who Was Plugged In” 

July 11 Donna Haraway, “A Cyborg Manifesto” 

Alex Garland, Ex Machina  

July 13: Critical Question 1 due on Blackboard 

Gender 
Fluidity 

July 16 C. Jacob Hale, “Tracing a Ghostly Memory in My Throat: Reflections on FTM 
Feminist Voice and Agency” 

Robert A. Heinlein “ ‘—All You Zombies—’ ” 

Dystopia July 18 Maria Lugones, “Playfulness, ‘World’-Travelling, and Loving Perception” 

Octavia Butler, Parable of the Sower (Chapter 1-12) 

July 23 Mariana Ortega, “Being Lovingly, Knowingly Ignorant” 

Jul 25 Patricia Hill Collins, “Black Feminist Thought in the Matrix of Domination”  

Octavia Butler, Parable of the Sower (Chapter 13-25) 

July 27: Critical Question 2 due on Blackboard 

Alien Contact 

 

July 30 Patricia Hill Collins, “Learning from the Outsider Within” 

Ursula K. Leguin, “Solitude” 

August 1 Sandra Harding, “Standpoint Theories: Productively Controversial” 

  August 3: Project Proposal due on Blackboard 

Back to Earth August 8 Linda Martín Alcoff, “The Problem of Speaking for Others” 

Ted Chiang, “Story of Your Life” 

August 13 Paul Benson, “Taking Ownership: Authority and Voice in Autonomous 
Agency” 

Denis Villeneuve, Arrival  

Conclusion August 15 --Visiting Author-- Workshop Capstone Project Ideas 

  August 15: Capstone Project due on Blackboard 
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Course Policies: 

Class Attendance:  

The in-class quizzes will not be announced in advance, so if you have to miss class (or know you are 
going to be late), inform me over email. You will be given the opportunity to make up the points.  

If you know you will routinely have to miss class—due to work, family obligations, accessibility 
reasons, religious obligations, prolonged sickness, etc.—please contact me as soon as possible so we 
can work out an alternative assessment scheme. 

Late Assignments:  

There will be a 2% penalty for each day the paper is late. Extensions may be granted (at my 
discretion, for reasons similar to the ones listed in “Class Attendance,” above). Except in exceptional 
circumstances, you must request an extension at least 48 hours prior to the posted deadline in order 
to receive an extension. 

Contact Policy:  

You are required to check your university email accounts regularly. All announcements and grades will 
be posted on Blackboard, and papers will be returned over Blackboard.  

I can be reached at weekly office hours, before class, or over email: emma.mcclure@mail.utoronto.ca 

Accessibility:  

I am happy to provide any accommodations needed to ensure that all materials and activities are 
accessible to all students. All readings can be found in PDF form, and many of the stories have audio 
recordings. Handouts will include QR codes, and I will use a microphone during my lectures. The class 
attendance and late-assignment policies were constructed with an eye towards making this class as 
accessible as possible. Please let me know if you require any other accommodations, at any point 
throughout the term. 

Academic Integrity:  

The purpose of the assignments is to improve your skills in reading, writing, and critical thinking. The 
purpose of grades is to reflect your competency in these skills. Plagiarism undercuts these aims. You 
have plagiarized if you a) include writing that is not your own AND b) do not cite your sources. I will 
investigate suspected cases of plagiarism and academic dishonesty, in accordance with the procedures 
outlined in the University of Toronto’s Code of Behavior on Academic Matters (available online at: 
http://www.governingcouncil.utoronto.ca/policies/behaveac.htm).  

If you have questions or concerns about what constitutes appropriate academic behavior or 
appropriate research and citation methods, you are expected to seek out additional information from 
other institutional resources. (http://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/QPA_plagiarism.html is a good place 
to start.) 

Mental Health:  

Academic work is difficult and psychologically demanding. It's important to work hard and push 
yourself but it is even more important to be kind to yourself. The University has a number of resources 
available if difficulties arise: 

http://discover.utoronto.ca/health-wellness 

http://life.utoronto.ca/get-help/counselling/ 

http://mentalhealth.utoronto.ca/ 


